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Necropsy Carcass Packaging and Shipping Guidelines 
                                                                                                                 

There are four important considerations for proper carcass shipment: 

 Preventing decomposition of the specimen 

 Preventing of leakage of fluids by proper packaging 

 Proper labeling the package 

 Shipping in proper address in accordance with shipper and federal regulations 
 

Preventing Decomposition of the Carcass 
Decomposition is retarded by cold temperatures therefore carcasses should be 
refrigerated prior to and during shipping.  Freezing is not ideal, but if necessary is not 
diagnostically prohibitive. If the body is already frozen, keep it frozen for shipping.  
During shipping, chemical ice packs are preferable to wet ice because their packaging 
prevents them from leaking when they thaw.   
 
Packaging 

1. Prior to bagging, the body should be tagged with your hospital’s name, Antech 
ID#, the owner’s name, and the pet’s name 

2. The body should be placed in a heavy-duty plastic bag that is strong enough to 
resist punctures.  Double-bagging is recommended.    

3. After removing as much air as possible, the bag should be sealed as tightly as 
possible to prevent leakage of body fluids and gas.   

4. Place another tag should be placed around the closed neck of the bag, again 
with your hospital’s name, Antech ID#, the owner’s name, and the pet’s name 

5. The sealed bag should be placed in a leak-proof plastic container, preferable an 
insulated Igloo cooler, and covered with ice-paks and/or ice.  Styrofoam coolers 
are not acceptable as they invariably break during transport.   

6. Fill all empty space with newspaper to prevent movement during transit. The 
insulating properties of newspaper will also help maintain cool temperatures 
within the package, and its absorbent qualities will help prevent fluid leakage.   

7. The lid of the Igloo container should be taped on. 
8. If possible, the entire cooler should be placed in a strong cardboard box. Outer 

cardboard boxes protect the coolers from damage, and most shippers prefer 
shipping a uniform cardboard box rather than an irregular cooler.   

9. Place a copy of an Antech submission form containing the patient and client 
identification, patient signalment, and a full history in an envelope and tape 
that envelope to the top of the cooler. 
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10. The outer cardboard box should be taped closed and labeled with the proper 
shipping address.   

 
Shipping: 

1. The shipping address will be supplied to you via an email from the pathologist. 
DO NOT SHIP TO ANY LABORATORY ADDRESS WITHOUT FIRST CONFIRMING 
THE PROPER ADDRESS WITH THE PATHOLOGIST. 

2. Alert the laboratory via email the day the body is shipped so we know to look 
out for it the next day.  We would not want the body sitting out in the 
warehouse because we did not know it was coming. 

3. The box should be shipped with next day shipping by UPS, FedX, or USPS.  
Antech does not pay for the shipping.  

4. ***It is very important that the contents be declared simply as “laboratory 
specimens”, and NOT “dead animal carcass” as different regulations apply for 
shipping bodies for diagnostic purposes as opposed to simple disposal. 

5. NOTHING (box, cooler, collars, leashes, blankets, body parts, etc.) can or will be 
returned under any circumstances! 

 
 
 

 


